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Ladies and Gentlemen
Dear friends
I would like to start by acknowledging the priceless assistance that I had in my research by Paul and Aleca Astreos.
Let’s then start unfolding the story by going back in time.
It is believed that bridge was introduced in Cyprus first by the residents of Lefkara, who sold their lace in Europe, and later the English.
Bridge was played in homes and in clubs of the cities. 

In Nicosia, bridge was played in the Hellenic Club, in Gladstone street, and also in Trust, both social clubs.
In 1959 a merchant from Israel was invited to the Hellenic Club to play bridge. To reciprocate, he invited the Cypriot players to Haifa to participate in a competition. A small group of people from Nicosia accepted the invitation.
Among these people was the judge Stelios Evangelides, later the first president of the Cyprus Bridge Federation and the Englishman David Percival who was the Finance Secretary of the last British government on the island and who was a significant contributor to the formation of the Cyprus Bridge Federation.
In fact, the first prize of the competition in Haifa travelled to Cyprus, since two of our players were the winners.
It was then the turn of the Cypriots to host the Israelis and this was done very successfully in Kyrenia in the month of May of 1960.
At the end of the competition, David Percival announced that a meeting would take place at Ledra Palace Hotel on 25 June 1960 with the purpose of the establishment of the Cyprus Duplicate Bridge Association. 
The announcement was greeted with a lot of enthusiasm with 64 players taking part in this meeting! David Percival put together the first constitution. 

Therefore in 1960, the Cyprus Bridge Federation is established with first president  the judge Stelios Evangelides, who held the position for the next 20 years! 

He was a top player who kept winning all the important prizes, and for this reason he was nicknamed the strangler by his bridge partner Emilios Tavernaris. Everyone that had the privilege to work with Stelios Evangelides, highly appreciated his wise advice in the problems that they faced.
First secretary of the Federation was David Percival, who shortly after departed and left the administrative burden of the Fedration to the young and very good bridge player, Agnes Vermeiren..
In the words of Stelios Evangelides in a speech to the Nicosia Club, Agnes served the Federation as secretary and as president, but where she truly excelled by her charming personality and public relations skills was as the secretary of the Federation, in which post she was elected at a very young age in 1961 and holding it for 23 whole years!
Agnes was also the tournament director. Often her assistant in this position was Paul Astreos, who was later and for a number of years the Chief Director of the Federation, and who brought from England the Rules of Duplicate Bridge and books for table movements. From 1979 to 1998, Paul served at periods as the president. He created the library of the Federation, endeavoured to strengthen the relationships with the Greek Federation, succeeded to make the Cyprus Bridge Federation a member of the European Bridge League and World Bridge Federation and secured the recognition of bridge in Cyprus as a mind game recognised by the Cyprus Olympic Committee and the Cyprus Sports Organisation.
Since we have referred to tournament directors let’s all remember Nitsa Chew, who was at a later stage and for many years, a tournament director of the Nicosia Club.
PRESIDENTS
Next presidents of the Federation and whom we are today honouring were Andreas Pattichis, John Hatzantonas and Demetris Kalavanas.
Andreas Pattichis, who was the president during 1994-95, is currently the most senior bridge player in Cyprus. He was a member of the Hellenic Club since 1966, at the time when top players, as he says, were in action, such as Stelios Evangelides, Emilios Tavernaris, Stelios Georgallides, Michalakis Stavrinides, David Percival and Vassos Eliades. 
Since 1968, Andreas Pattichis was being elected in the committee of either the Federation or of the Nicosia Club and worked hard to register the Federation as a member of the Cyprus Sports Organisation.  

In 1996, he led a team of 6 players in the Bridge Olympiad held in Rhodes at the time when John Hatzantonas was the president of the Federation (mid-1995 to the beginning of February 1997).  John Hatzantonas attempted to approach young people and attract them to bridge. Unfortunately, even by the University officials, bridge was viewed with suspicion.  
Next president was Demetris Kalavanas, during1998-2006, who re-introduced successfully the declining annual International Bridge Festival in Cyprus, and who registered the Federation as a full member with voting rights of the Cyprus Olympic Committee.  

In the meantime, at the Hellenic Club, there was an issue of insufficient space. It was therefore decided after an initiative by Paul Astreos to form the Nicosia Bridge Club of which the first president was Phidias Myrianthousis.
CONTRIBUTORS TO THE DEVELOMENT OF BRIDGE
In addition to Agnes and Paul, Stavros Kyriakides, a repatriated Egyptian-Cypriot, contributes to the development of bridge as a teacher. 

It should also be noted that the wife of the then British High Commissioner, Lady Hunt, taught bridge to ladies, mainly in the mornings.
In later years, a lot of people learned bridge from Sotos Christofides, who especially in Limassol, becomes a source of learning, succeeding to create a great enthusiasm for the game to the members there.   In Nicosia, a lot of people learn bridge from the also very good player, Gabriella Konteatou. For a small period of time, Takis Politis also teaches.
In Limassol, where president was the late Renos Fintikides, and later the kind and tireless Elis Ieropoulos, in addition to Sotos, Rena Lordos, our dynamic current vice-president, also taught bridge.
In Larnaca Loizos Ioannides taught bridge. 

FESTIVALS
Our first festivals to include foreign teams mainly from Lebanon were organised in 1960 by Agnes Vermeiren. Later, after Paul Astreos started making contact with the Greek Federation, a considerable number of Greek players started coming to Cyprus for the festivals. Among them was Manos Hatzidakis, a faithful friend of the Federation, Anna Spiliopoulou and Panos Gerontopoulos. A good number of Cypriot players took part in festivals organised in Greece in Porto Ydra, Kalamata and Skiathos.

In October 1980, following the efforts of Paul Astreos, our Federation became a member of the European Bridge League and World Bridge Federation.
It must be noted, that this was only possible with the assistance of the then secretary of the Greek Federation Mrs Relia Kyriakou and also Mr Panos Gerontopoulos, the current secretary of the European Bridge League.
In 1996, for the first time, a Cypriot team took part in the Bridge Olympiad in Rhodes. 
 I now invite again the CBF President Mr. Costas Ioannou for presenting you what the Cyprus Bridge Federation is, today, in the year of 2010.

Thank you!
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